
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACADEMIC ESSAY 

Historical Anatomies from the Hasmonean and Herodian Ages 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Paul D. Conway 
DMIN517 Contours of Leadership in Emerging Culture & 

 The Historical Background of the World of Jesus 
Leonard Sweet, Ph.D. 

Thursday, December 02, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 

I. Antiochus IV “Epiphanies” (175-163 BC)                4 

II. Judas ‘The Maccabee’ (164-161 BC)                 5 
 

III. John Hyrcanus I (135-104 BC)                  7 

IV. Judah Aristobulus I (104-103 BC)                 8 
 

V. Alexander (Jonathan) Jannaeus (103-76 BC)               10 
 

VI. Antigonus (40-37 BC)                 13 

VII. Herod the Great (37-4 BC)                           14 

VIII. Antipater, Son of Herod the Great (46-4 BC)              16 
 

IX. Herod Archelaus (4 BC - 6AD)                17 
 

X. Herod Philip (4 BC – 34 AD)                19
  

XI. Pontius Pilate (26-36 AD)                 20 
 

XII. Herod Agrippa I (37-44 AD)                22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
List of Illustrations 

 
 

Figure 
 

1. Coin of Antiochus IV “Epiphanies” 
 

2. Lilly Coin of Seleucids in Judea 
 

3. Alexander Jannaeus Hebrew Inscription Coin 
 

4. Alexander Jannaeus Greek and Hebrew Inscription Coin 
 

5. The Second Temple  
 

6. Caesarea  
 

7. The Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 
 

8. Herodium Fortress  
 

9. Hyrcania Fortress  
 

10. Hyrcania Ruins  
 

11. Coin of Herod Philip the Tetrarch 
 

12. Pontius Pilate Coin 
 

13. Pontius Pilate Inscription 
 

14. Theater, Caesarea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
Antiochus IV “Epiphanies” (175-163 BC) 

 
 

SOURCES:  Old Testament: Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 11:25-32   Josephus: Ant. x, (276); xii, (153); 
xii, (242-361, 393); xiii, (35, 243, 292); xv, (41); Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, (19,39); v (394,460); vii, 
(44, 221); Against Apion i,(34); ii, (80, 83); Apocrypha Pesudapigrapha: 1 Macc. 1:1-6:17; 2 
Macc. 1:1-10:9; 4 Macc. 4-5; Dead Sea Scrolls: 4Q248;  Greek and Latin Authors: Livy Ab 
Urbe Condita, xlv.12; Strabo’s Cappadox 83; Porphyry 464q-r; Appolonius Molon 88; Tacitus, 
Historiae V. 8:2. 
 
 

Some call him the ultimate villain of Jewish history.  Others used the titles god and king. 

Revelation would use his description from Daniel for the picture of the anti-Christ.’  Some men 

make history.  Others, like Antiochus IV are the victims of their circumstances.  Jews believe 

that the book of Daniel prophesies about him as the “king of the north’ but Christians will argue 

the references are merely for the anti-Christ.  The historian Porphyry rejected the Christian view 

favoring the Jewish position but believed Daniel was historical propaganda that was written after 

the events.  An alternative belief suggests that Daniel speaks to both Antiochus Epiphanies IV 

and the anti-Christ. 

 Seleucid was one of four generals that divided Alexander the Great’s kingdom after his 

death. The Seleucids ruled from Babylon to Syria.  Antiochus’ father was Antiochus III, ‘The 

Great,’ the fifth ruler of the Seleucid Empire.  He was known for his religious tolerance of the 

Jews while his son would be remembered for their persecution.   Ptolemy, another general of 

Alexander, controlled Egypt.  Both fought for control of Israel for trade and a military buffer 

zone.  In 190 B.C. Antiochus III was defeated by Rome at the battle of Magnesia.  The Romans 

reduced his army, took away large territories of his kingdom and forced him to pay 15,000 

talents of gold.  That is 855,000 lbs. or the equivalent of 428 pick-up trucks of solid gold.   When 
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Antiochus IV inherited the kingdom, it was bankrupt.  The financial strain and Roman threat 

caused him to grasp Israel so tightly that revolution resulted.   

To gather wealth for this debt, Antiochus IV traveled to Egypt to plunder the Ptolemies.  

He arrived to find the Roman General Popilius standing with his enemy.  They drew a circle 

around Antiochus IV and asked if he wanted war or peace. They demanded a final before 

allowing him to take a step.1  Antiochus IV choose peace and returned home.  Upon his return 

home, he plundered the temple of Jerusalem.  Antiochus IV had a habit of plundering temples to 

pay his debts. Once he attacked the temple of Diana whose 

priests resisted and prevailed. The king left without treasure.   

To strengthen his hold on the only servants left in his 

empire, the king declared himself a god, “Epiphanies.”  He 

struck coins and carved statues that depicted him as Zeus.  

An image of the deity was erected in the Jewish Temple in 

Jerusalem (2 Macc. 6:1-2) and a cart bearing an altar of incense 

and a statue of the king was sent throughout the land for Jews to worship his image.  When the 

cart reached Modein, a man by the name of Mattathias, speared two men to the cart and sent it 

back to Antiochus IV with the message that they would not bow to his image.  This man and his 

sons began what we call the Maccabean War.  Eventually his children gained independence for 

the nation only to surrender it back to Rome several generations later.   

 
Judas ‘The Maccabee’ (164-161 BC) 

 
 
SOURCES:  Josephus Ant. xii, (327-434) Apocrypha Pesudapigrapha: I Maccabees 5-9:22; 2 
Maccabees 12-15; Rabbinic Traditions: Megillath Taanith § 30. 
                                                        

1Jeremy McInerney, Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic Age: DVD-ROM (Chantilly, VA: The 
Teaching Company, 2000). 
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Titles reside for the reputation of our deeds.  Judas earned the nick name, “The Hammer” 

(Maccabee in Greek), for mercilessly pounding hammer- like blows to the superpowers of his 

day:  Rome and Greece.  Judas was the son of Mattathias and became his replacement as 

general.2  His father was remembered for starting the Maccabean revolt but Judas was the 

military general that made this a reality.    Initially, Judas, his brothers and their company engage 

the enemy with hit and run tactics similar to contemporary guerilla warfare.  Residing in caves, 

they surfaced to slaughter the enemy, sowing confusion and disappear into the shadows.  The 

author of 1 Maccabees depicts him as the new David, who took the sword of his enemy and 

pursued them all the way to the Philistine coast (in I Macc. 3:10-24.  I Macc. 3:12; I Sam. 21:9 

cf. I Sam. 17:51; I Sam. 17:52-53 cf. I Macc. 3:12, 24).  The Seleucid army retaliated and 

gathered in the Valley of Ajalon, by the city of Emmaus.  In a moment of brilliance, Judas 

deceives and divides the enemy.  1 Maccabees records that, “Israel had a great deliverance that 

day” (1 Macc. 4:24).   They battled their way to Jerusalem and cleansed the temple, (2 Macc. 

10:1-9) establishing the holiday we know as “Hanukah.”  

The struggle of Judas transitioned from the battlefield to the High Priesthood.  Alcimus, a 

contender for the position, turned to the Seleucid ruler Demetrius for installation.3   Since the 

Temple was the national treasury, it became politicized.  Judas never officially held the office 

despite one disputed reference from Josephus. Undoubtedly, he was fully general unto his last 

breath.   

                                                        
2Geza Vermes editor, The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C.- 135 A.D.) Vol. 

I.  A New English Revised Ed. (Edinburgh, England: T & T Clark LTD, 1973), 164. 
 

3Ibid., 169. 
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The Seleucid Empire became unstable as contenders reached for the throne.  Judas 

capitalized on their conflict and gained the support of Rome for Jewish independence.    

Eventually, Demetrius sent his general Nicanor to march against Judas and Jerusalem.  He 

mocked the priests and threatened to burn the city but never got the opportunity.  He fell in battle 

and the Jews established a celebration around the day of his death, Nicanor Day (1 Macc 7:39-

50) and great morning fell through all Israel.   

 

John Hyrcanus I (135-104 BC) 

 

SOURCES: Josephus, Ant. xiii, (230-300); Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, (55-69). Apocrypha 
Pseudepigrapha, I Macc. 16:23-24; Rabbinic Literature: Mishnah Ma’aser Sheni 5:15; Sotah 
9:10. 

 

Hyrcanus I rose to leadership during the Maccabean revolt upon the fall of his father 

Simon.  Simon was lured by the sweet words of peace by the enemy to the fortress of Doq, only 

to taste the bitter sword of murder.  His enemy added the torture and murder of his mother then 

escaped to Philadelphia in Jordan. His vengeful son surrounded the citadel.4 

In the North, the Seleucids were amidst a coupe and Hyrcanus I allowed them to barter 

for his loyalty.  Secretly he gained the support of Rome 

to ensure they kept their word.5  The result was the 

political recognition for the independence of the Jewish 

nation by Rome and was tolerated by Syria. The Lilly 

coin of Syria was the last Seleucid coin of Judea 

                                                        
4Abraham Schalit, The World History of the Jewish People Vol. 6: Political History of Jewish  

Palestine from 332 BCE to 67 BCE (New Brunswick, Canada: Rutgers University Press, 1972), 211. 
 
5Ibid., 219-220. 
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marking an end to their reign.    

John Hyrcanus I was the first ruler after David to hold the office of prophet, priest and 

king, (J.W. i,168 cf. Ant xiii, 282).   Hyrcanus plundered the tomb of David, purchased 

mercenaries and declared war on all non-Jewish neighbors in prejudice and brutality. 6   

Domestically he sided with the Sadducees and marginalized the authority of the scribes.  

The Talmud recalls his disdain; “And what will happen to the Torah? -It will be wrapped up and 

laid in a corner, and all who wish to come and study it, let them come and study.”7  The beauty 

of Priestly robes became soiled from Greek-like diadems and behavior.    

Under Hyrcanus, the Hasmonean house sided with the Sadducees and marginalized the 

scribes or ‘Pharisees.’ This divided sage and priest.  The Pharisees demanded the king’s 

resignation from the High Priesthood, but he refused.  The Mishnah reflects this hostility where 

the Pharisees determined that the bones of a donkey were clean but not the bones of John 

Hyrcanus I.8   The Sadducees became an aristocracy of wealthy men who were not interested in 

study of the Law, placing it to the side of political and financial gain.  The Monarchy of Judah 

began to define itself in the virtues of becoming more like a Greek king rather than a kingdom of 

priests.  Victor Tcherikover says it well; “And then came the great change: the Hasmonean took 

the road of monarchy; the power of the High Priest became a secular authority.”9   

 

Judah Aristobulus I (104-103 BC) 

 

                                                        
6Schalit,  217-219. 

 
7Victor Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization and the Jews  (Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society of 

America, 1959), 43, 494.  
 

8Jacob Neusner, The Mishnah: A New Translation (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1988), 1131. 
 

9Tcherikover, 263.  
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SOURCES:  Josephus Ant. xiii, (301-319); Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, (70-84). 

 

How much damage can a person do in a year?   Aristobulus I might have destroyed 

centuries of Jewish identity and culture, had he reigned longer.  He was the son of John 

Hyrcanus I, brother to Alexander Jannaeus and king for only one year.  Irony and Josephus 

would declare him the first Jew in 481 years to “wear the diadem on his head” (Ant. xiii, 301).  

His first coins read, “Judah the High Priest and the Community of the Jews” (Hever ha-

Yehhdim).10   None of the coins he minted ever mentioned him as king but the crown on his head 

made him more Greek than previous Hasmonean. 

Like his father, Aristobulus was a Sadducee who took away more of the Jewish identity.  

Under Aristobulus’ reign, the name of the Jewish community or counsel of the Jews became 

“Hever ha-Yehhdim”  and in the Greek, the “Sanhedrin.”11   The identity of ‘the community of 

the Jews’ may have been on his coins, but their title, like his crown, was seen and spoken in 

Greek terms.  He was close to his brother Antigonus and together they led military campaigns.   

Josephus says he made him “equal” while throwing all other kin and his mother in prison (Jewish 

Wars i, 71).  Like many crowns, the one Aristobulus I wore held the weight of suspicion and 

jealousy.   When he showed signs of disease, his mother conspired for the murder of her sons.  

She poisoned the king’s mind with suggestions that Antigonus was attempting to steal the throne 

by force.  Their mother convinced the prince that his king wished to see his new armor.  In the 

kings ear she whispered that his brother had come to kill him.  Antigonus was died before 

reaching the throne.  Days later, Aristobulus died of internal bleeding from a disease.   The 

                                                        
10Schalit, 224. 

 
11Ibid. 
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Queen released the family from prison and placed Alexander Jannaeus on the throne (Jewish 

Wars i, 74-85).   

Alexander (Jonathan) Jannaeus (103-76 BC) 

 

SOURCES: Josephus: Ant. xiii, (320-406); Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, (85-106); Apocrypha 
Pseudepigrapha:  Dead Sea Scrolls: I QpNah I 2 on Nahum 2:12; I QpNah I 6-8 on Nah. 2:13   
RabbinicTraditions: Genesis rabbah 91:3, yBerakhoth 11b, 48a; b. Yoma 25b, b. Sukkah 48b, b. 
Kiddushin 66a,  
 

 History is like a well written tragedy.  Many people who enter the story heroically exit as 

villains.  Alexander Jannaeus is one such actor on the 

stage.  After the death of Aristobulus I, Alexander 

Jannaeus assumed the throne.12   The beginning of his 

reign was described as moderate.13  However, by the end 

of his reign he earned him the title “murderer” from his 

countrymen for his butcheries.14  Jannaeus assumes the 

office of “king” and “high priest.”  His coins initially were stamped in Hebrew, “Jonathan, The 

High Priest and the Council of the Jews.”15  As time progressed they read in Hebrew and finally 

in Greek, “Of Alexander the King.”16  As this Jewish High Priest was captivated by 

                                                        
12Schalit, 225.  Scholars like Schalit believe his proper name is Jannaeus Alexander because the initial 

reference to him is by that title. 
 

13Ibid., 227.  He cites Ant. xiii, 321 & Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, 85 (metrio,thj). 
 

14Ibid., 232-233.   
 

15David Hendin, Guide to Biblical Coins (NY, NY: Amphora Books, 1987), 43-47. 
 

16 Ibid., 43-47. 
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Hellenization he began to look more like the Greek kings of the East rather than Aaron, David or 

the priestly kings of old.17   

 Alexander felt the burden of furthering the campaigns of his fore-fathers.  Judah was 

losing revenue because the coastal cities of the Galilee were abandoned in the days of Simon (I 

Macc. 5:1-10).  He declared war on the coastal region of the Galilee and experienced success 

until coming to Acco (then known as Ptolemies).  The Greeks advanced against the Hasmonean 

king from Egypt.  He fled from the battle and the Greeks struck down the fleeing Jews “until 

their swords became blunted with killing and their hands were utterly tiered (Ant. xii, 344).”  

This caused the kings popularity to diminish.   

 The second decline of his adoration was due to his lack of piety for the people’s 

traditions.  The Pharisees added a ceremony to the Feast of Booths where the high priest would 

offer a cup of water on the ground before the altar.18  The 

Sadducees, whom Jannaeus sided with, rejected the oral 

traditions.  Instead of offering the libation (water) on the 

ground he poured it on his feet as a mockery of the 

Pharisaic ritual.  The crowd responded by pelting him 

with fruit and calling him the “son of a captive.”19 A civil 

war between the Pharisees and the Saddusaic king ensued for six 

                                                        
17 Schalit, 232. 

 
18M. Sukkah 4:9. 

 
19Ant. xiii. 72.  This same event is found in in the Babylonian Talmud (Suk. 48b), as well as the Tosefta, 

(Tosef. Suk. 3.16).  The insult “son of a captive woman,” was also used against his father Hyrcanus I (Barayta in 
Qid. 66a). 
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years (90-85 BC).20  Jannaeus attempted to make peace with the Pharisees but when he inquired 

about what he could do to reconcile them to their king, they replied, “Die!” The Pharisees sought 

the support of the Seleucids to overthrow their disappointing king.  They felt it would be better to 

be a vassal nation with pure religion than have freedom with an apostate king.  Since Alexander 

Jannaeus was hiring mercenaries in his war against the Pharisees, they felt justified for such an 

alliance.21  The enraged king called the Pharisaic leaders “Hypocrites,” because they used their 

religion as a mask to hide their barbaric desire for war.   

The Pharisaic army and Seleucid king Demetrius Eukairos met Jannaeus near Shechem 

but the Greek ruler withdrew.  The events that followed were horrifying.  Alexander brought the 

captives to Jerusalem where he crucified 800, slitting the throats of their families before their 

eyes.  Alexander Jannaeus enjoyed a feast with his concubines in the presence of this slaughter.  

This event struck so much fear in the hearts of his opponents that over 8,000 Jews fled from the 

country.  The authors of the Dead Sea Scrolls called him a “young furious lion” who “hangs men 

alive” on a tree for this act of cruelty (I QpNah I 2 on Na 2:12; I QpNah I 6-8 on Na 2:13).22 

At the end of his life, Jannaeus makes peace with the Pharisees.  A disease and heavy 

drinking overtook the king. He persuaded his wife Alexandra to make peace with the Pharisees 

and even hand his corpse over to them to do with it what they wish.  Instead of disgracing his 

body, they give it a king’s burial.  The coins toward the end of his reign reflected this attempt for 

reconciliation by returning to the Jewish inscription “The Council of the Jews.”  Although he 

                                                        
20Schalit, 231. 

  
21Schalit, 229-231.  Josephus records, “No fewer than 50,000 Jews” were the casualty of this religious civil 

war. cf. Ant. xiii, 376; Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, 91. 
 

22Geza Vermes, The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ, Vol. 1 (EdinBurgh, England: T 
& T Clark, 1974), 25. 
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differed with the Pharisaic Jews, he loved the Torah and it is believed that he ordered a scroll to 

be made that had the name of Yahweh in Gold throughout.23 

 

Antigonus (40-37 BC) 

   

SOURCES:  Josephus: xiv, (370-419) Jewish Wars (B.J.) i, (274-375) Greek and Latin Authors 
Strabo of Amaseia, 108; Plutarch 264-266; Cassius Dio, 413-414. 

 

All good things must end and every sunset gives way to darkness.  Antigonus was the 

setting sun of the Hasmonean dynasty and began the darkness of Herod’s reign.  Herod was half 

Jewish while Antigonus was fully a Hasmonean prince.  Antigonus possessed the proper 

nationality, valor, intelligence and military skills that resisted Rome.  All fit perfectly under the 

robes of a High Priest that could never be worn by Herod, the half  Iddumean (Edomite).   

 Ironically, his Hebrew name was Mattathias.24  Antigonus’ coins proclaimed the title 

“High Priest” and “King” like the Hasmonean before him.25  In negotiation, he bartered portions 

of Judea to Cleopatra for her support.  As a general, he vested Rome and Herod as a viable 

threat.  His claim to the throne was so threatening that Herod bribed Mark Anthony to behead the 

prince.  Mark Anthony executed him because of the threat he represented to Roman control of 

the region. Before the cross claimed the prince’s life, he nearly plundered all that was dear to 

Herod. To the Jews, he was a messiah.  Although the loyalty of the people resonated with him, 

the support of Rome remained in Herod.   

                                                        
23Schalit,  237. 
 
24Vermes, 281. 

 
25Ibid. 
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 Antigonus gathered support from the Iranian tribe called the “Parthians” and left for 

Jerusalem with ambition for the crown.  While Herod fled for his life, a cart carrying his mother 

overturned.  Suspecting she was dead, he considered suicide.  Upon the pleas of the soldiers, he 

did not take his life but vented full fury on the pursuing Parthians.   Placing his company on the 

fortress Masada, he fled for help to Rome.  There Augustus Caesar crowned him king of the 

Jews and he returned with Roman legions that corner the Hasmonean prince in Jerusalem.  When 

the city fell, Antigonus was placed in irons and begged for his life in vain.  Antigonus’ sun set 

and Herod’s darkness dawned but Christ’s morning star would pierce the darkness and take 

Herod’s title from him, “king of the Jews.” Antigonus would have liked that ending. 

 

Herod the Great (37-4 BC) 
 
 
SOURCES:  New Testament: Matthew 2:1-22; Luke 1:5; Josephus: Ant. xv, xvi, xvii 1-8 (1-
205); Jewish Wars  I, 18-33 (347-673); Rabbinic Traditions: b.Baba Bathra 3b-4a; b Taanith 
23a; Leviticus Rabbah 35:8; Numbers Rabbah 14:20.  
 

 Take the worst character from a reality TV 

show and replace the pirate nature of Captain Jack 

Sparrow.  Season it with a sports legend that has lots 

of money and no morals.  Finish it off with a man 

who designs building projects like Facebook’s Mark 

Zuckerberg, and you have just begun to scratch the 

surface of Herod the Great.   
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     We are first introduced to the man in Matthew 2:1 where 

it reads; “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 

in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men  from the 

east came to Jerusalem.”26  Imagine the shock when this 

king realized the gifts were not for him but one born “king 

of the Jews” (2:2).  What the Bible does not tell us is that 

Herod was given this title by Julius Caesar and Mark 

Anthony several years earlier.   

Although Herod was not part of the royal Jewish Hasmonean family, he entered it 

through marriage to the princess Mariamne.  After having 

her grandfather executed and drowning the young prince 

Aristobulus III, Herod secured his throne by choking his 

wife Mariamne to death.27  Later he added the execution 

of their sons Alexander and Aristobulus IV to the death 

toll.  In response to Herod’s brutality, Augustus Caesar 

said, "I would rather be one of Herod's swine than one of his 

sons,"28 suggesting he would live longer.  His life was surrounded by conspiracy, duplicity and 

scandal.   This behavior is why God warned the Wise men in a dream “not to return to Herod” 

(Mt 2:12) and why an angel warned Joseph to "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
                                                        

26All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the ESV. 
27Jewish Wars i, 237. Talmudic writing says Herod preserved his wife’s body in honey for some time after 

her death S. Geiger, in "Oẓar Neḥmad," iii. 1. 
 

28William Milwitzky, “Antipater,” Jewish Encyclopeida.com web site, available 
from:http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=1599&letter=A.  Citing Macrobius, "Saturnalium   
Conviviorum Libri Septem," ii. 4; Accessed 8 December 2010. 
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him." (2:13) It is easy to see how this monster could give the order to kill “all the male children 

in Bethlehem” (Mt 2:16 ESV).29   

  Herod was half Idumean (Edomite) and half Jewish, which meant he was never fully 

accepted by either group.   His building projects reflected his desire to make a lasting name for 

himself.  For the Jews, he rebuilt the temple so grandeur that it became an ancient wonder of the 

world.  To honor Augustus Caesar, he built the Port 

of Caesarea Maritime.   

 Herod knew no one would miss him upon 

his death so he ordered the execution of hundreds 

of Jewish leaders so there would be mourning 

throughout the region.  He was buried at Herodium 

and it was fitting since he almost died there initially. 

 
 
 
 

Antipater, Son of Herod the Great (ca. 46-4 BC) 
 
 
SOURCES:  Josephus: Ant. XVI,1 - XVII,132: Jewish Wars (B.J.) I, 445-640. 
 
 

If Herod was as cunning as fox and as ruthless as a 

tiger, it is no surprise that his sons were the same way. 

Antipater gave meaning to the sentiment, ‘like father like 

son.’  He was Herod’s eldest son and the half-brother of 

                                                        
29In Ant. xvii, 41-45. Some Pharisees prophesy over the child of Pheroras, Herod’s brother.  It seems to 

have messianic tones reflective of Christ and the Nativity.  Herod reveals a coupe possibly involving the two.  His 
brother falls ill though many believe Herod had him poisoned.  
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Aristobulus III and Alexander, offspring of the Hasmonean princess Mariamne.  Historians have 

noted that the boys treated all the wives of Herod and his children with disdain and contempt.  

This would have included Antipater.  The princes stood as the last heirs to the Hasmonean 

lineage and were the greatest obstacle between Antipater and his father’s throne.  Antipater’s 

mission was to convince Herod that the two children of Mariamne were conspiring murder him.  

It appears that he may have forged a letter framing Alexander and later attempted to do the same 

to Herod’s sister.  Eventually the two princes were executed by strangulation at Sebaste and were 

buried in the fortress of Alexandrium.30   

      Herod’s brother Pheroras appears to have helped this nephew in his plan.  Pheroras had 

reason to choose Antipater’s side.  He feared the Hasmonean boys and what they would do if the 

throne became theirs.   He also feared his brother Herod whom he refused, when he asked to 

marry Cypros, his niece by Herod and Mariamne.  The king encouraged Antipater to sever all 

ties with his uncle but the two continued to secretly correspond.  Poison was found in Pheroras’ 

home and Herod was convinced the two were planning to kill him.  This poison may have been 

used to take the life of Pheroras himself. 

Eventually Antipater is exposed.  A letter was 

sent to Augustus Caesar about the situation detailing 

his offences.  He empowered Herod to deal with the 

situation and Antipas was executed and buried in the 

fortress of Hyrcania.  Herod rewrote his will and 

named Herod Archelaus as king with Herod Antipas 

and Herod Philip as Tetrarchs.  

                                                        
30Avi-Yonah, 104-106. 
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Herod Archelaus (4 B.C. – 6 AD) 
 

 
SOURCES: New Testament: Matt. 2:20-23  Josephus Ant. xvii, (339-355); xviii (1-108); 
Jewish Wars(B.J.) ii, (111-117); Philo: Lefatio ad Gaium.   
 
 

Herod executed three of his sons.  Death stood in the doorway and he rewrote his will to 

make his son Archelaus Ethnarch king of Judea.  He was the son of Herod the great by the 

Samaritan woman Malthrace.31   Upon his father’s death, Archelaus provided a lavished funeral 

ceremony and a feast for the people that accumulated a small fortune.  Josephus portrayed a 

nation mourning the loss of Herod the great and a prince refusing the crown Jericho.  This makes 

as much sense as Jews mourning the death of Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin, refusing the control 

of Eastern Europe after WW-2.  Herod had executed hundreds of righteous Jews upon his death 

and Archelaus raced to Rome so Caesar would confirm his position. Prior to his departure, the 

prince viciously slaughters 3,000 Jews at the Passover feast for having protested idolatry and the 

godly people slain at his father’s death.   Josephus appeals to his Greek audience and their 

perspective, not the Jews. 

Archelaus’ brutality reached such epic proportions that Caesar exiled him to Vienna in 

Gaul.32  In Scripture we are informed that Joseph, Mary and Jesus fled to Egypt to avoid the 

death of the innocence in Bethlehem.  After hearing of Herod’s passing they returned to Israel.  

Matthew records, “When he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee (2:2).”   

                                                        
31Geza Vermes, Who’s Who in the Age of Jesus. (N.Y., N.Y.: Penguin Books, 2006, 51. cf. Jewish Wars i) 

562. 
32Vermes, 52. 
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His marital life sparked contention with the Jews after he divorced his wife Mariamne 

and married Glaphrya, daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia.33  This is not to be mistaken 

with Philip’s wife being taken by his brother Herod.   

 When Archelaus sailed to Rome, his arrival was denounced by several groups including 

Antipater, son of Herod’s sister Salome, as well as a delegation of fifty Jews.34  He was forced to 

depart early to suppress civil war in the nation on an unprecedented scale.  His response was so 

excessive and cruel that Josephus claims, “The Jews had borne more calamities from Herod, in a 

few years, than had their forefathers during all that interval of time that had passed since they 

had come out of Babylon, and returned home, in the reign of Xerxes (Jewish Wars ii, 86).”  

Torture took place on such a grand scale that it moved from individuals to whole cities at a time. 

Prior to exile, he executed 3,000 Jews in the temple.  It is understandable why God would warn 

Joseph in a dream to settle in a region outside of Archelaus.  

 
 

Herod Philip (4 BC – 34 AD) 
 

SOURCES:  New Testament: Mt 14:3; Mk 6:17-18; Lk 3:1 Josephus: Ant. xviii, (27-28, 106-
108, 237); Jewish Wars (B.J.) ii, 167-168, 181).  

 

 Herod Philip had reason to boast being the only son of Herod that history speaks of in a 

positive tone.  Even the New Testament portrays him as the victim when a brother took his only 

wife away.  What we  know of him from the New Testament is merely reflective of the region he 

                                                        
33Vermes, 52. 
 
34 Vermes, The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C.- 135 A.D.) Vol. I.  

330-335. 



20 
 

governed (Lk 3:1) and the loss of his wife to one of the brothers named Herod (Mt 14:3; Mk 

6:17-18).   

The will of Herod the Great gave him the land north of 

the Sea of Galilee to extending to the boarder of Syria 

(these are the regions of Batanaea, Gaulanitis, 

Auranitis, Trachonitis and Panaias and Ituraea).  Most 

of his subjects were Greeks who had migrated to the 

region through the last 100 years.  Philip was the first 

Jewish ruler to stamp his own portrait on their coins.  The back of the coin had a picture of the 

temple of the emperor he placed in Caesarea Banias to honor Augustus and later Tiberius.  The 

city was rebuilt on magnificent scales worthy of a king.  Some believe this was the city in Herod 

Philip’s domain where Christ drove out the demon after His transfiguration on Mt. Hermon.  

This is the only ‘high mountain’ in Israel and the city sits at the foot of it.  (Mk 9:2-31).   

Herod Philip was known to have carried a judgment seat with him to render justice 

throughout the land he governed (Ant. 18.106-107 cf. Mt 27:19; Jn 19:13; Acts 25:6).  His 

subjects gave praiseworthy reports of their ruler.  It is Ironic that his wife who left him danced 

for the head of John the Baptist (Mt 14:1-11).  Philip dies without an heir and his kingdom was 

joined with the Syrian province under Rome.  Later it was given to Agrippa I by Caligula the 

Emperor.  

 

Pontius Pilate (26-36 AD) 

 

SOURCES: New Testament: Mt. 27:11-26; Mk. 15:2-15; Lk. 23:2-25; Luke 13:1; Jn. 18:28-
19:22. Acts 3:13; 4:27; 13:28; 1 Tim. 6:13; Josephus: Ant. xii, 35-89, 177 Jewish Wars (B.J.) ii, 
169-177  Philo, Legatio ad Gaium 1:299-305  Jewish Authors Traditions and Authors: Greek 
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and Latin Authors: Tacitus Annals [15.44];  Eusibius: Tertullian, Apology, 5.5–8; Tertullian, 
Apologeticum 21:24; New Testament Apocrypha: Acts of Pilate (Gospel of Nicodemus) 1:1-
13:29. 

Would the real Pontius Pilate please stand?  

There are enough authors who have written about Pilate 

to explain who he was and what he did.  The question 

is, which view is correct?  Pilate was the governor of 

Syria and Judea for Rome in 26-36 AD.   A surface 

reading of the Gospels seems to portray Pilate as 

conflicted about Christ’s guilt.  He said, “I find no basis for a charge against this man” (Lk 

23:4).  In private he plead with Jesus to make a defense; 

"Don't you hear the testimony they are bringing 

against you? ( Mt 27:13).  The crowd shouted “crucify 

him!” (Jn 19:15)  He replied, “Why? What crime has 

he committed?” (Mk. 15:14)   So he washed his hands 

and said, "I am innocent of this man's blood!”  (Mat. 

27:24)  The manuscripts known as the Acts of Pilate, (also called the Gospel of Nicodemus), 

claim a letter was sent from Pilate to Caesar Tiberius acknowledging the deity of Jesus but voted 

down by the Senate.35  Tertullian and Historian Eusebius support this view.   

While the gospels reflect a weak image of Pilate, Josephus and Philo portray him to be so 

brutal that Rome exiled him.  His insensitivity to the Jewish religion was provocative and was 

the only procurator in Judea from Roman history to place pagan symbols on the coin circulated 

amongst the Jews.  An image on his coin bore a magical auger staff as proof to his disrespect.   

He demanded the Jewish offering, the Corban, to be used to fund his aqueduct project and  
                                                        

35Vermes, Who is Who in the Age of Jesus Christ, 213-215. 
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erected the idolatrous standards of Rome in Jerusalem.  Philo summed up his brutal nature as 

corrupt, insolent, insulting, cruel and even sending people their death without a trial; which is 

exactly what happened to Jesus.  This seems to harmonize well with Luke 13:1 and the 

“Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.” Perhaps our reading of Pilate is 

correct but would benefit from a sarcastic tone.   

     
 
 

Herod Agrippa I (37-44 AD) 
 
SOURCES: New Testament: Acts 12 Josephus, Ant. xviii, (143-239); xix, (274-359); Jewish 
Wars (B.J.) ii, (178-182) ii, (206-22).  Rabbinical traditions: mBik. 3:4; mSot. 7:8; ySot. 41b; 
Sifre-Dt. (157); bKet 17a; Greek and Latin Authors: Nicholas of Damascus 90; Memnon of 
Heracleia (b); Tacitus 287; Cassius Dio, From Tacitus to Simplicus 420. 
 
 

Job said, “The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; evil men are no longer 

remembered (Job 24:20 NIV).” This is the legacy of Agrippa I, the man who persecuted the 

early church and ordered the death of James, brother of John. Born to royalty in 10 BC,  Agrippa 

I was the Son of Aristobulus, grandson of Herod the Great and Mariamne the Hasmonean 

princess, and brother of Herodias.  At age six he was sent to Rome for education. There he 

developed a friendship with Drusus, the son of Tiberius the Emperor.  His friend died when he 

was twenty-three and Agrippa was forced to flee because his debts.  Considering suicide, his 

brother- in- law Herod Antipas helped.  Settling his debts, he returned to Rome and openly 

suggested Caligula should replace the Emperor.  Tiberius threw Agrippa I in prison and died six 

months later, with Caligula becoming Caesar.  His friend gave him a gold chain and the tetrarchy 

of Judea.  Agrippa I placed the chain in the temple to remember his misfortunes. 
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By the spring of 42 AD, Agrippa I reined in Judea, Christ was resurrected, Paul was 

converted and the Apostles were stirring the nation 

with miracles and the message of the gospel.  Acts 

12:1 says “Agrippa I laid violent hands on some of the 

Christians belonging to the church.” Christianity 

became less of a branch of Judaism and more of a 

separate religion to the Jews, producing great tension 

between them.  James the brother of John was beheaded at his order.  When Agrippa I sees this 

pleased the Jews, he arrested the Apostle Peter only to have him freed from prison by an angel 

and an earthquake. 

Agrippa’s last moments are recorded in Acts 12 and Josephus Ant. xviii, 344- 350.  As he 

walked about the city of Caesarea, the people declared him to be ‘a god’.  “But the womb forgets 

them and the worm feasts on them, evil men are no longer remembered.” History records his 

belly struck with pain as worms burst from his bowls.  Such is the end of an evil man. 
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